
Bible study 3                                                                        8-04-20 

I have moved to single page per study but please refer back to previous studies. 

Well done Waltham Chase on Sunday on-line, hope many have access, don’t forget this 
Friday and Spring Harvest which happens to be on Acts 2- early Church. 

Following on from the nature of the Church we have:- 

The Characteristics of the true Church  

The ecclesiastical term is ‘Notes of the Church’ These are usually described as four:- 

Unity, sanctity, catholicity, and apostolicity. 

Unity – The unity of the Church was never shown even in Apostolic times as a unity of 
organisation. Nor was there uniformity of usage, nor complete unanimity of doctrine. The 
essential unity of the Church is in its headship ‘all one in Christ Jesus’   

There is ‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all’. It is not that the 
Church is united in its worship, government and methods of service, but there is one true 
Church composed of all who love our Lord Jesus in sincerity.  

No external organisation can supersede the original relationship with the Father.  

This is an issue particularly where humanity so often wishes to impose its own standards, 
rather than the diversity that God allows in His providence. There is also a call from the 
world who are confused by Denominations. 

Sanctity- The Church is separate and holy unto God. This applies to those who are 
manifesting the fruits of the Spirit. Their existence in the Church visible, and the measure 
of their influence on the life and expressed doctrine is the grounds for attributing sanctity 
to the Church. The Church is also ‘the temple of the Holy Spirit’  

Catholicity- The original meaning of the word was universality The Church differed from 
the Jewish religion by being open to all nations on an equal basis, and to all races. Later 
its use tended to be about the preservation of the wholeness of universally held doctrines 
of faith. 

Apostolicity – this is associated with being ‘built upon the foundations of the Apostles 
and prophets’ and the perpetual adherence of its members to the Apostolic teaching as 
recorded in the New Testament. ‘They devoted themselves to the Apostles’ doctrine’ Acts 
2v42. 

What it certainly does not mean is a continuous succession of leadership transmitted by 
Bishops who can trace a lineage back to the Apostles. This has been shown by history, 
which shows serious interruptions in any reconstruction of lineage. 



The true Church of Christ is to be found everywhere where He and the Holy Spirit are 
enthroned in men/women’s hearts. So it is the whole congregation of Christian people 
dispersed throughout the whole world.  

The Church is one because it is united in Christ, it is so despite the impossibility of 
outward unity of earthly government. The Church is holy because it is possessed by the 
Spirit of God. The Church is Catholic because Christ is proclaimed everywhere and is 
independent of place or time. The Church is Apostolic because it is true to the New 
Testament. 

This study may seem too theological, and I am reliant on ‘In understanding be men’ by 
T.C.Hammond as a source, but in my background to study 1 I suggested Coronavirus 
would give us the opportunity to rethink ‘Church’. 

Simple questions on the above topics :- 

Is unity the same as uniformity? Methodists and C.of E. are looking for some unity 

Does Sanctity[separation] mean isolation?[we are currently experiencing isolation] 

The Jews rejected their Messiah on Good Friday and crucified Him, does that mean God 
rejected His chosen people, if not what is their future? Anti-Semitism is an issue currently. 

Does rethinking the Church means abandoning the Apostolic line? Historically two 
examples of change of direction- the Reformation under Luther and the Wesleys 
breaking from C.of E. appears to break that ‘historic’ line.  

The relation of the individual to the Church  

Nothing must subvert or divert the Christian’s direct communion with the Head. 

The indwelling Spirit supplies the humblest Christian with guidance which is unfailing 
when rightly used. It is possible for an individual to drift away for a time, but that access 
remains available. 

Scriptures show that it is not normal for a Christian to live for him/herself but gains much 
from fellowship with others, and the exercise of the ‘gifts’ which are in the Church. It is a 
serious risk for a Christian who has no time for a spiritual home in the local community. 
He/she may pride him/herself on being ‘unattached’ but can ill afford to live without ‘the 
means of grace’ to be a successful disciple. Is this the danger of the on-line Church?     

Scriptures:-  Mt.16v16-18 Acts 2v42-47  Acts 7v51-53 ! Cor.12v12-30 1Th.4v3-11 

Heb.2v10-12  Rom.15v5-7  Eph.4v3-5,13  Col.3v12-17   

Next topic : means of grace-Prayer, Bible reading, Worship 



May the Lord truly bless us over the Easter weekend despite our enforced isolation and 
especially those caring for us, the NHS etc. 


