
Bible Study 2                                                                              1-04-20   

Thanks for comments. I noticed looking back today, a typing error Acts 14 should have 
read verses 21-27.  

I think we should congratulate Waltham Chase for their on-line Church on Sunday. This 
could be defined as an alternative option to meeting in the usual building. How do we 
feel about fellowship as compared with isolation? 

The next topic to consider is:- 

The purpose of the Church   

It can be said the supreme object of the Church [invisible] must be related to the eternal 
purposes of God and that is stated in Eph.5 v25-27 where we find Christ loves the Church 
and gave Himself up for her, making her holy and clean. 

So far as the immediate purposes are concerned, it is a company of redeemed men,  
women and children who meet for common worship and mutual edification. The idea 
being that of a close fellowship, as we see from Biblical illustrations of a body and its 
members, or a building of living stones.     

Secondly to be a centre of witness through which the Gospel may be preserved and 
propagated to other people. Since the Gospel has been committed to the Church rather 
than Angelic beings, the Church is of first importance in the affairs of men [from God’s 
perspective] It exists to make Christ real to humanity Matt 28v16-20 

In the present environment it makes a fundamental challenge of how? We should 
remember however under extreme persecution of the Church e.g. the Dark Ages when 
Islam conquered the whole Christian world and according to historians Christianity 
almost ceased, except by some Fathers going into isolation and preserving the Faith, so 
we see the challenge has always existed. It is for our generation to find appropriate 
solutions.    

The nature of the Church 

We should not forget that the Church is an organism not an organisation It is probably 
for this reason, that elaborate instructions as comparable to those in Leviticus for the 
Jews, are absent in the New Testament for Christians. So latitude is found for National or 
local differences [often resulting in Denominations who tend to turn traditions into rules]  

The rules are found rather in a series of principles to safeguard certain vital necessities, 
but do not comprise a complete system- an example would be the Beatitudes and Mt.5-
7. It could be argued the distinguishing features of the early Church were simplicity and 
adaptability. 



Scripture recognises that local communities of Christians may become ‘mixed’ with those 
that are not true Christians. Membership of itself does not make you part of the ‘invisible’ 
Church. Descriptions such as ‘the body of Christ’, the ‘Temple of God’, ‘the bride of Christ’ 
clarify what it means to be a true Christian- those who are saved and born again [see 
later discussion on Salvation]. 

We see the disastrous results of attempting to define the ‘invisible’ with the ‘visible’ in 
e.g. the church of Rome, which claims to be co-extensive with the body of Christ and all 
outsiders are seriously defective. By putting the emphasis on ‘visibility’ there is a 
consequential loss of spiritual standards sinking into mechanical means. 

The New Testament places the emphasis on union with Christ ‘hidden in God’ and looks 
for the outward manifestation of that inward spiritual life.    

Check out:- Mk 14 v22, 1 Cor 6v19,20, 1 Cor 11v24, Eph 5v23,30,  Col1v22,  

Jude v20, John 15v1-8. 

Spring Harvest will be on You Tube from 13-17 April theme ‘unleashed- The Acts Church 
today’ check out springharvest .org. 

Next topic The characteristics of the Church  

 

   

  


